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Co:mander 'to thrash out, all questions and the prepamt n. of

. '__from my pla.toon leaders,

¥+ the lines and I took them forward- -E& the last cover, about 260 " - o
% yards behind Poniw'a Evola. The mnmere disperaed and ho’c suppor

. rellroad tracks. At 2150, the. Company was brought fomnq'ft
g ;. detaills becduse the wirss were then cute I immeniately went

“forward to the 3rd Platoon and was notified that the lst .quaa'
© wag oaptured plus platoon headquarters.. Sgts Yaske, platoon -

‘what. poor ‘positions were turned over to them. No squad was. able -
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HISTORY OF BATTLE

On 15 August 1944, the advanoo party oonsisting of Ga.'pi:. :
ngacool the platoon leaders, two section leadews and one E\mner
jer LoM.0. and 60 MM went forward to join Company L, 365rd

. s» Infa.ntry at Ponte a kvola, Italy. At derk, all men wen'b to their

‘respoctive positions to get oriemted for the change over of the 2 " x‘v
next nigh‘b. ¥ S T

On inapee‘bing the platoon positions; I found they were no .
ooé,‘ Only one Mortar was employed and during. the time the 363rd

_%nfam:ry was on 1lind, only three rounds were fired.

*

7 18 August: Wert to = meeting thetwas called by the Bn.
the relief for to-nigh'b. This meeting was. uaned for - 00'

 Inspected the platoonsbefors noon and receivsd nnnyr’

The aﬁ:ernoon was spent picking e ki'behen, Now U.P. and &
suoply point. Our }dtchen was coming up and we were to feed "B“
rations. « 5 , s

The cempany moved fomrd leaving the: laat assembly aree t'b A ik
1490, walking, At-1730, I met theifc pany sbout two miles qu;mi

nrrlved at 1800, °

. &t 2050, The G@rma.ns 19.16 e big artillery barrage"al

relieve Company L, 565rd Infantrye. At this time the L.M.B;
of X Cempany, this Regiment, was e:b'ba.ched to my st Platoon

17 Auguat 1944: At 0200 the relief had been cmnpleted without
inoident, At 0730, I received word by' telephone that the 1st
Pletoon C.P, was surrounded by Germans. I eould not get the
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gulde of the third platoon was appointed. platoom Sgte of. the’ lat P

e . “platoon and Sgt. Roberts' squad of thethird platoon were ordered .. o
%0 'Join the lst platoon. I then called the company €.P. and hed ..
- Lte Worrell report to me at once to become the. platoon lesder of.

the 1st platoon. I them went forward to the B t. platoon and’ sew .

$o support any one else. I and Lt. Worrell reconoitered. ﬂ;e area . 0
‘and ‘welded the pla'toon together so that all squads eould: m'ppert'ff: -
each other. After teking a voll eall, I found that nineteen (19) ..

were captured- £ifteen (15) of ours. end four {4} pf E; Company, .
~ + Upon returning to the company C:P.:Cols ; Col
Bughes ware there. Plans were lald for moving,

d the rail voad traocks to better sit one; Pyur
merggon,el and Lte ‘Sneary went. fomr hex
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to reconoiter for new positions in no Mans land, My' desision was

' to move forward thesmext morning to occupy the mw positions:: becamse
~te much confusion would be made at night digging, giving awey our
‘positions., Also the Germans did more moving at night, During the day
Jdst Sgte Davis moved the company C.P. to a new location in Ponte &

:Evola because the other place was so dirty and hot. A clean up job

" would mot have chased awsy the terrible smell,

lst Sgt. Davis and Lt, Stack were to taka- sare of 9.11 oparationa ,
to *bhe ﬂ.&tcons.

‘at the C.P. and to ses that a11 supplios wers ordared and de"nvered

18 August 1944: I end lLt. Sneary started to displace his plgtoon

' forward to new positions. By 1400 wvery men was in position with out

incident. I placed each man myself and each man was fully oriented .

before placing the next two men. The men were placed in two man
fox holes and each fox hole had the support of a fox hole . on: “either
sidd of them.

A platoon of heavy machine guns were ettached but oould not find

‘room for only a section. The 2nd section was then attached to X Commany, ,

The 1st section was placed on the left flank of the campany, The I

‘seotion was still attachedto the. 2nd. platoon and were placad on the-

19 August 1944 ‘ ' Ot
27 fmgust 1944y On August 19 the Yortar seotion zeroed in on seven |

- A11 ‘thelse mmbers were given®o eech enlisted man and .shown' their
‘areas. In this 'way, every we's an observer and when something

barrage and receive it in short order, Also he was taug;ht hqw to R
adjust mortar fire and could lay it where he pleased. . .. P ow bA

.. man .directed 81MM mortar fir efrom his fox hole. gt

_ ’righ‘b flank,

I and Sgt.' Hoffman then looked for a Horta.r position, '{‘hey would
be put in battery so they could cover thee ntire company front, A

. position was found 500 yards behind theIine in the eenter of the
. comvany zone. During the aftermcom. all communisations were re- . .

laid and each platoon was given a 300 radio to use whed all- telenhone
wires were Knooked out. kach’ platoon had a BEA phone to +he compeny :
C.Ps and ‘each squad in the platoons had & sound power to their ,P.
Sgte. Heokel, commmnication Sgt., and my runners were my wire team and
they were very busy most of thetime. I will not give the action day
by day because i.t is covered in 'bhe platoon reports. :

different targets along the grent line andeach target. was numbered, -

happened in front of him he obuld eall +o the- 60MM for.'a eertaiu 8

The 81MM were geroed on several points to the front. nnd each e
man knew those numbers snd where they would hit, _‘J'.'herefore nearly avery
_ The artillery was zeroed on seversl points: s.).'o;g the riwr--and . i
aoross the river to the foot hilla, A1l pmen knew where ,the points’ ware
and their numbers and esould shift to eny. target front of our lines,

So a great part of our firing was, done hy. oalling for’ mmbere only, -

- tHe coordinates given to the artillery cbserver, Many night tergets .
oould only have one azmuith reading and an. ot!:imte ‘of . the distence =
" given to me, I.would find the caordinates o;x the map. and. ‘given- this v

‘would do the adjusting on the targets I and my entire.:

on such fine service 'bhey gdve us threughout 'l:he opers:ti.onu
‘ - of

JMany new: grtillery targets were pioked. up at: ‘might -and s comvass -
raading was taken f rom “two points in the line. a.nd pIaced on a man: ana

the artillary observer,could dirdet . Pire.. Myl front. 113&__obqamrs :
’eompany"ﬁ_an'b
to eongradulate the ar‘billery on such fine servioce, i:hay gave us-.and
also sueh quick .service. Also we want to oangradulate,.tha BIMM morhs.r

This is e prive
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. chance tow ork with mortars and ar‘billery sime our 'being in com’bnt.
'Ev::y n:n 'believes he is a good’ obsemr and oa.n readily ad;jus‘!: to
a target.

Nearly .every night the company t‘.'P. telephone line was' ‘onen” -
directly %o the artillery.0.P. I or Lts Stack would be busy until
0200. every morning .with t he platoon televhons to 6ne.ear and'the
Bn. 'bolephone to the other, tro.nsmitting 1nformtion from the front
line to the rear or wice versa. g e

‘ The 81MM mortars had a direct wire to my . sorm saction. This _~ .
speeded up commmlecations very miche While we were on line; those’ f'ew L
days, we were attacked 37 different timeg-- dawn o.ttacks-- n{d—dgy -
evening-- and any time during the nigh‘b. .

) - 'ﬂ'-vxc'ron > SAYAGOGL
' Capte 537Tth Infentry -
Comme nding Company L
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